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CHAPTEE   IV.

PHILOSOPHIC   PLAN'S (1637).

THE year 1637, which saw Hobbes finally eml)arked on
the construction of a general philosophical system, was
otherwise remarkable in the history of human thought.
Then appeared that ' Discourse on MethodJ which gave
the first revelation of the ideas that had been fermenting
for some twenty years in Descartes' brain. From the
year 1629, at the age of thirty-three, Descartes had with-
drawn into seclusion in Holland to give himself wholly
to the working-out of his new thoughts in science and
philosophy. In 1633 he had completed an exposition of
his physical system, when the news of Galileo's fate came,
to touch him on the side of his love of peace and con-
scientious or assumed respect for ecclesiastical authority.
He kept back the work (c Du Monde '), and not till 1637
was the world admitted to any part of his secret. With
beautiful simplicity he then told the story of his youth-
ful scepticism, deepening till it reached despair; of his
final resolve to break with the past, and by a new method
work out a system of certain knowledge; of years then
spent in gathering experience and essaying his powers,
before he would dare to enter seriously upon the task.